How Technology Engages Students In Education
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Education has been evolving in the United States since its inception. In the modern
century, technology has been everywhere in almost every industry. Can people combine
education with technology, and if so, does it help students? As schools continue integrating
modern technologies, education is not just becoming more efficient. It is evolving into a system
that better addresses all sorts of learners (or students or children) by expanding accessibility and
addressing the mental demands of the digital world. Technology can help any student, and the

ways of doing so are ever-improving.

Modern technologies such as interactive digital boards and digital media have made
classrooms more efficient, engaging, and effective. The education system now has presentation
tools such as chalkboards/whiteboards, interactive boards, projectors, calculators, laptops, and
computers, that show quick calculations, videos/motion pictures, and more engaging content.
Technology in education has evolved over millennia, from ancient tools like the abacus to
today’s interactive digital systems; vintage technology such as the chalkboards after the 18th
century, as “students were still practicing [before the 18th century] writing and mathematics on
individual clay tablets and slates (pieces of painted wood), allowing students to write, erase and
re-write” [1]. Old systems have been replaced with new systems, which will continue to expand

and reform the education system as the millennium continues.
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If all this technology has been integrated into the education system, does it help students?
Is it worth the price? So far, yes. Technology engages with students but allows them to learn new
ideas in new styles, assisting teachers. Technologies such as “interactive whiteboards make
teaching less difficult, giving students better visible aids and academics a better time in
presenting lessons” [2]; compared to an old whiteboard, where it may not be as appealing as a
presentation to students, who, as a young audience, prefer colorful elements over dull ones. Not
only does modern technology engage with students visually, but it may also affect the student’s
ability in the real world outside the education center more deeply, as “Subrahmanyam et al posits
that cognitive researchers suggest that for example, playing computer games... ...word
processing and e-mail... ... database and spreadsheet programs... ... [and] modeling software”
improves the ability to read and visualize images, problem-solving skills, communication skills,
promote organizational skills, and specific cognitive skills [2]. Schools have been inquiring and
buying more technology as time goes on in the 21st century, and they believe it is worth the

budget and the time to assist students in learning.

Technology in the education system assists special education students with particular
needs. Schools may have a quantity of specific technology that satisfies the needs of certain
special education students with different disabilities, ranging from language barriers to
organizational skills, hearing disabilities, and much more as “educational technology falls on a
spectrum from universal instructional supports for all learners (e.g., digital graphic organizers,
virtual manipulatives, speech-to-text voice recognition, text-to-speech) to highly specialized
assistive technology (AT) to support individual needs impacted by a disability” [3], which is only

expanding as more and more gets invented and released into the public. Some people are
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different from others due to disorders, and it may affect their learning, but technology can assist

them with the way they learn.

Technology has been in the process of being integrated into schools for centuries; it
assists students with learning and skills, no matter who they are. Technology has taken more
forms than ever imagined, and people used to think, and will continue to expand and reform the

education system.
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